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While Texas may be a land of great wealth, it is also a land of 
great need. One study found that Texas ranked first or second 
in income inequality, depending on whether you measured 
inequality between the highest income group and the bot-
tom income group or between the highest and middle income 
groups.34

Texas’s years of transformation are not over, as the state 
continues to change rapidly. In the 1990s, the Texas population 
grew by 22.8 percent, and between 2000 and 2010 it grew another 
20.6 percent. Texas is now second in U.S. state population, with 
an estimated 26,448,193 residents in 2013, though it is still well 
behind California’s 38,332,521 residents.

Thus, the state with a constitution that was authored in the 
nineteenth century by isolated farmers who formed the Grange 
in order to connect with other farmers has become a booming 
high-tech center with citizens connected to each other and to the 
wider world through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest. 
Visitors arriving in the Texas capital will not find lonely cowboys 
astride horses on the open plains; instead, they will encounter 
computer engineers and game programmers checking social net-
works on their smartphones while stuck in traffic.

Winners and Losers

ertainly one of the most significant forces of change that 
has shaped Texas’s past, present, and future is immigra-
tion. Texas is a state defined by its ever-changing and 

constant immigrant population. In understanding Texas’s past 
and trying to prepare Texas for the future, no immigrant popula-
tion is more integral to the state than the Hispanic population. As 
the historical overview in this chapter makes clear, Tejanos in early Texas were central 
to its development. As Anglos came to dominate the state, historical revisionists over-
looked early cooperation between Anglos and Tejanos, emphasizing and often exag-
gerating the tensions between the two groups. Just as many Tejanos were driven out of 
Texas after the revolution against Mexico, their contributions to the war on both sides 
of the conflict were driven from the pages of Texas history. At some point the Mexican 
flag failed to appear in the Alamo’s “Hall of Honor” that commemorates the country 
of birth of the Alamo’s defenders, allowing Texans to forget that nine of the eleven 
defenders of the Alamo born in the Mexican territory of Texas had Hispanic origins. 
Juan Nepomuceno Seguín, who neither wrote nor spoke English, was a close friend of 
Stephen F. Austin and helped drive Mexican forces from San Antonio before slipping 
out of the Alamo to seek reinforcements. Later, Seguín joined Sam Houston’s army 
at the decisive battle of San Jacinto. As one historian put it, “‘Remember the Alamo’ 
became a formula for forgetfulness.”35 A rapidly anglicizing Texas replaced the legend 

  Table 1.2  	 Gross Domestic Product, 2013

Source: Texas Comptrollers of Public Accounts, March 2014.

* United States, including Texas.

** If an independent country.

Rank Nation Millions of Dollars

  1 United States* 16,720,000

  2 China 8,939,000

  3 Japan 5,007,000

  4 Germany 3,593,000

  5 France 2,739,000

  6 United Kingdom 2,490,000

  7 Brazil 2,190,000

  8 Russia 2,113,000

  9 Italy 2,068,000

10 India 1,825,000

11 Canada 1,758,000

12 Australia 1,488,000

13 Texas** 1,482,000

14 Spain 1,356,000

15 Mexico 1,327,000


